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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 

This past week we were treated to an educational Community Meeting hosted by our first grade 
students.  With an incredible command of the audience, our first graders taught us about Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and his powerful messages of peace and love no matter one’s skin color.  Please take 
a moment this weekend to reflect with your child(ren) on why we have Monday off from school.  I’m 
certain that your child(ren) will be able to share what they have learned about Dr. MLK and their 
thoughts on segregation, non-violent protests, and freedom.  Click here to watch the two minute video 
the students saw on Monday. 

World Read Aloud Day is Friday, February 1st.  We have many opportunities for parents and 
community members to come in to read aloud to our students.  If you’d like to come in and read your 
favorite picture book, please contact Mrs. Kerri Fuller, literacy coordinator, at 
kerri.fuller@norwellschools.org. 

In order to expedite our afternoon pick up process, please remember to post the student’s last name 
in the passenger side window of the car.  Staff have done an excellent job remembering cars and 
faces to speed up the process, but there are times when other staff are helping with dismissal and 
need to see names on the windows. 

The 5th Grade Ambassador Club met on Wednesday to determine our next service project.  After 
reading the Norwell Mariner article on the need for food at the food pantry, we have decided to focus 
our efforts there.  We will be running a food drive from Wednesday, January 23rd through Friday, 
Feburary 1st.  Each grade level will be asked to donate specific food items and hygiene products.  
We will share that information in a separate email.  Thank you in advance for your donations. 
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Mark your Calendar 

1/21 - Holiday - No School 

1/23 - School Council Meeting 3:45pm 

1/23-2/1 - Food Pantry Food Drive 

1/28 - Variety Show Rehearsal (Gr. K-2) 

1/31 - Early Release Day 12:20pm

COLE MINERS’ DIG

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/man-who-changed-america/
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School Council will be meeting on Wednesday, January 23rd from 3:45-4:45pm in the library.  We will 
begin planning for this year’s Unity in Diversity Day.  If you are interested in helping with this event, 
please attend this meeting or email Mrs. Burns to let her know you’d like to help. 

Many thanks to the Parekh family for submitting a grant to Harvard Pilgrim’s Community Spirit 9/11 
Mini Grant to purchase additional books for the kindergarten classrooms to support our Reader’s 
Workshop Model.  We were awarded a $500 grant!   

The MCAS testing dates for the spring can be found here.  Please be mindful of these dates when 
booking doctor’s appointments and family vacations.   

Kindergarten Registration for the 2019-2020 school year will be on February 6th and 7th.  All 
residents with a child who will be 5 years of age on or before September 1, 2019 will receive a letter 
from Cole School with registration information.  If you do not receive a letter or know of someone that 
is new to town and may not be on the town census, please email the Cole School secretary Mrs. 
Tracey at joyce.tracey@norwellschools.org. 

Norwell High School will be holding a Career Fair for students on Tuesday, March 12th from 6:30- 
8pm.  Participants are needed to share information with students about their career (education, 
training, job responsibilities, work environment, positives and negatives of the job, how you got to 
where you are now, etc).  The fair will take place in the high school gym and each participant will have 
a table grouped with other participants in related fields.  Students will be encouraged to talk with 
people in a variety of career fields in order to broaden their knowledge of the range of career 
possibilities and to learn more about fields of interest.  The Career Fair Committee is looking for 
people in a wide range of career fields.  If you would be willing to participate, please contact Jenelle 
Herman at Norwell High School at jenelle.herman@norwellschools.org. 

Congratulations to Thomas Donovan and John McKinnon on earning their black 
belts in Recorder Karate.  They had to play nine different songs without any 
mistakes in order to achieve this goal. 
 

MEL’S SPOTLIGHT 

This week we would like to teach you all about Ms. Reilly, one of our 
phenomenal fifth grade teachers.  Ms. Reilly has two older brothers and a 
younger sister and brother, so she is one of 5.  She has 4 nieces and 4 
nephews ranging in age from 2 ½ to 19!  Family is extremely important to Ms. 
Reilly and you can find her at her nephews and nieces games on some 
weeknights and weekends and she loves having them visit her on the Cape 
throughout the summer. 
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Ms. Reilly lives on the Cape and enjoys all the Cape has to offer.  She is an avid golfer and in the 
summer, she works at a local golf course in South Yarmouth.  She loves the atmosphere and the 
opportunities it has given her to play lots more golf.  When Ms. Reilly is not on the golf course, you 
will see her either on the bike trails, on the beach or training for her next road race.  The Falmouth 
Road Race is one of her favorite summer races, but one of her favorite runs is the Ragnar each May.   
She is on a team of 12 women that run a relay from Hull to Provincetown (although this year the route 
is changing and the finish line is less than ½ mile from her house!)  She also enjoys hot yoga and 
pretty much anything that takes her outside into the fresh air.  She is hoping to get out on the slopes 
this year as the past two years she was healing from an injury and had to sit out the slopes! 
Teaching has always been Ms. Reilly’s passion, but she did take a break for a bit! 

She started her career in Cotuit, MA as a 5th-grade teacher and then spent the next 9 years in 
Abington teaching 3, 4, 5 and 6th grade, she did a 5-6 looping year that she loved.  She then decided 
she was going to take a one-year leave of absence that ended up as a 12-year career in Life 
Insurance. She did a lot of travel and made some great friends, but always knew her heart was in the 
classroom.  Before coming to Norwell, she spent a year as a paraprofessional and a long-term 
substitute at the Foster School in Hingham.  This is her 3rd year at the Cole School and she couldn’t 
be any happier to be back in the classroom doing what truly brings her joy. 

As for a favorite food, Ms. Reilly loves a good grilled steak and vegetables on a nice summer evening 
(or in the winter!) . She has too many favorite books to list but her all time favorite is Wonder by RJ 
Palaccio.  She just thinks the message in this book is one the world could use right now.  In terms of 
sports, she splits her allegiance between The Red Sox and the Patriots.  Her dad coached both 
sports and her brother is a high school football coach now, so she grew up with these 2 sports as her 
favorites!  She has many great memories at Fenway Park with her dad.  Her favorite TV show is 
Friends.  It still makes her belly laugh :)  

Ms. Reilly’s father was a teacher, coach, and athletic director before becoming an attorney.  He was 
always someone she idolized and she always loved listening to him tell stories about the classroom 
and sat in awe as former students would come back to tell him what an impact he had made on their 
lives.  While at Holy Cross she took the four education courses offered and realized quickly that, 
although she was getting a degree in Economics, Education would be where she would get her 
Masters Degree.  She never looked back and loved every minute of graduate school, including 
student teaching.  She just felt comfortable in the classroom and knew it was where she was meant to 
be. 

Cole School is beyond lucky that Ms. Reilly never looked back.  Her enthusiasm for teaching and 
learning is palpable and students and teachers alike love being in her classroom.  It seems that 
teaching was in her genes!   
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Did you know that we are collecting plastic (see below) at Cole School until May? We recycle about 
two to three large black trash bags of plastic everyday.  Students bring in plastic that can be recycled 
and place it in bins located around the school.  Feel free to send in your clean, dry, and free from food 
residue plastics to be recycled. 

We are also participating in Crayola’s ColorCycle to collect and repurpose used Crayola markers.  
Many thanks to Mrs. Sheila Blake for bringing both of these initiatives to Cole School! 
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PTO NEWS 

February = FUN at the Variety Show 
The Cole School Variety Show is coming up on February 14th!  Student permission slips are due.  
Please return completed forms to school.   All acts are welcome.... singing, dancing, cart-wheeling, 
magic tricks, etc.... it is a great chance for students to have fun with friends and show their talents!  

Rehearsal Schedule: 
Monday, 1/28, 3:20pm-5pm – GRADES K-2 Rehearsal in the Gym at Cole 
Monday, 2/4, 3:20pm-5pm – ALL GRADES DRESS Rehearsal in the Gym at Cole 

NORWELL REC. 

WINTER AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS! 
COLE SCHOOL GYM (GRADES K-5) 3:20-4:30pm

 
BYO drink/nut-free snack. Send parental permission slip to Cole School office for a child to stay. 
Instructor: Mr. Thornton.   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1204.122 Floor Hockey   Gr. 3-5 - Tue - Feb. 26 - Mar. 26  Fee-$43 
1204.132 Indoor Soccer  Gr. K-2 - Wed - Feb. 27 - Mar. 27 Fee-$43 
1204.142 Floor Hockey   Gr. K-2 - Thu - Mar. 7 - April 4 (No 3/28)  Fee-$36 
1204.152 Basketball        Gr. 3-5 - Fri - Mar. 1 - Mar. 29  Fee-$43 
 

"Magic the Gathering" (ages 10 +).  Monday, January 28 @ 4:30-6:30pm. 
Come cast spells and battle wizards with others who share your interest in     
MAGIC: THE GATHERING Card Game!  Suggested for beginners and                              
experts.  Bring your own cards or use the Library's. Yummy snacks will be 
provided.  Please register at norwellpubliclibray.org.    
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http://norwellpubliclibray.org/

